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President of the Italian Republic

We turn our pleas to you, for the interest you have shown towards the fundamental role that scientific research holds in our country and
for the urgent necessity to change the way it is financed.
At the moment the political powers aspiring to govern our country are preparing their electoral programmes that as of yet make no
mention of the importance of research. We are yet again risking that the political interest will focus on short term problems, thereby
forsaking strategic perspectives on long term development where research constitutes a key element. We make this appeal to you so
that the political powers in our country from now commit to develop the necessary tools needed to re-launch scientific research in Italy,
and then turn the promises into tangible realities once the new government is formed.

The fact that development of scientific research in Italy is stagnant is often blamed on the lack of funds available. This appeal

however does not entail an increase of money spent on research because it focuses above all on the way it is financed.

Crucially, in ltaly only a small proportion of the funds for scientific research in general and for research in life sciences or biomedical
sciences in particular is assigned according to a peer review process, i.e. based on regulated, anonymous, competent, independent
scientific evaluation by third parties.

In the public realm, this undermines the validity of public administration by introducing non-scientific criteria such as ideological
prejudices, personal pressures, partisanship and conflict of interest in the decision making process. It also compromises the quality of
the science that feeds on prejudice free intellectual competition. Finally it impairs the potential for scientific contribution towards solving

social problems, which could only occur within a system of transparent and competitive evaluation.

In ltaly, financing procedures that allow direct, control free dealings between public administration and researchers or scientific
institutions are endorsed by the law. These procedures go against the principles and the protocols that inspire and regulate science
funding in those countries where the promotion of science is considered integral to interests of the public, and in those countries where

science reaches its qualitative heights.

It is high time that an evaluation system which assures science’s success, thus a better use of public money, is translated into state
laws and regulations, uniform and applicable to any single instance of funding, irrespective of which governing body manages it, and
irrespective of the members of the scientific community that are called to perform peer review evaluation. If science is a country’s public
resource, its basic regulations for its management cannot be left in uncertain territory, subject to political opinion, or determined by

academic environments solely.

It is high time that a state law is issued, whereby no public funding can be assigned towards scientific research without a formal and
regulated peer review process. In addition, in order to facilitate the regulations definition and application modes, it is necessary to
urgently create a single funding agency, which should originate from the scientific community of the highest profile, national and
international, with the role of organising and conforming the evaluation processes and selecting the scientific proposal for all the national

and regional governing bodies which manage those resources specifically destined towards life science and biomedical research.

The way science is funded has a stronger impact over its quality than the sheer volume of the funding. The quality of science, as is good
public stewardship, is a concern of civil society and the state. These issues need to be urgently included among the priorities in Italian
politics. The ltalian scientific community fosters a precious heritage of national and international experience, an irreplaceable guarantee
of efficiency and correctness. The intellectual and civil contribution of the scientific community towards the regulation and management

of science funding is therefore essential.
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